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Let’s Get to the “Core” of 
Language

Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools
Diane Drakulic, MA, CCC-SLP
Cindy Monroe, MS, CCC-SLP
Joanna Zanni, MA, CCC-SLP
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Our story…..
We support 170 schools
182 EC self contained classrooms

● It’s taken time for us to educate teachers and therapists about core
● We use high tech when appropriate
● We have found light tech can be powerful in the classroom

○ less intimidating
○ higher implementation - would 

rather see light tech being used 
than high tech sitting on the shelf
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Core vs Fringe
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CHARACTERISTIC CORE 
VOCABULARY

FRINGE 
VOCABULARY

Number of words Small number of 
words

Very large number of 
words

Frequency of use High frequency Low frequency, occur 
infrequently

Applicability across 
environments

Applicable to all 
environments

Applicable to limited 
environments, lack 
versatility

Applicability across 
topics

Applicable to all 
topics

Applicable to limited 
topics

Types of words Includes a variety of 
parts of speech

Includes mostly proper 
names and other nouns
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Literacy and Core Vocabulary
● Less than 10% of individuals who use AAC systems will read 

beyond the second grade level (Erickson, 2003).
● Most sight word lists used in schools are made up of core 

vocabulary words
○ Dolch words lists
○ Fry word lists
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iOVm8
q0mCYA
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Motor Automaticity

● “Location learning” vs symbolic discrimination
● Developing motor patterns associated with specific 

symbols
● Makes communication faster, easier
● Requires consistent layout, symbols don’t move
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Progressive Core Communication Boards
● We started with a 3 year old EC classroom.
● We wanted a way to make core available and wanted the teachers to “buy in”.
● We started with 8 words and added 4 more words each month.
● After 7 months (March) entire board was filled. We used Tech Speak template - 32 cells.
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October

November
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March
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Large core board used during a literacy activity
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Large core board used during a science activity
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Core boards used during snack time
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Core board used 
during small group 
time

Core board on a Tech 
Speak device
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Core board used during individual speech 
therapy
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Core Fringe Vocabulary Flip Book

● Portable 
● Good for students who are in

general education classrooms
● Easy to customize the fringe
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Some classrooms have 
found that using a three 
ring notebook is more 
durable
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Using flip book in a 
three year old EC 
preschool  classroom
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Using flip book during 
morning meeting in a 
middle school classroom
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How do I help my teachers teach core words?

Activities to Teach Core Words

Monthly Words

Books
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The original core/fringe template can be found at:
Boardmakerachieve.com

The boards were posted by Csmith0920 and are called:
15 Core Communication Flipboard
12 Core Communication Flipboard
9 Bubbles Fringe Vocabulary Communication Flipboard

Getting Started with Core Vocabulary December 15th, 2010
Communications Connection Series Presentation 1
Maureen Nevers, M.S. CCC-SLP
Augmentative Communication Consultant
Vermont Iteam in collaboration with
CDCI AT Try-out Center & VT AT Program

Assistive Technology Exchange Center
www.atec-oc.org
A Program of Goodwill Orange County
Julie Dunbar, M.S. ED.
julied@ocgoodwill.org
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